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AM What about survivalism? Is that something 
you think about?

FF I’m interested in the techniques of survivalism. 
So, if I need to make something, I look at survivalists; it’s 
practical. How you make things, how you can put things 
together, the right glues, materials, ways of assembling, 
and so on. I like to look because it’s a way of understanding 
the world where intelligence is the result of observation 
and hands. “Thinking through making” as Tim Ingold says. 
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We quickly realize that a shoelace is made up of smaller 
strands of threads, and we go back tens of thousands 
of years to find our ancestors weaving thread. In the 
figure of the survivalist, like that of the anchorite, there 
is the concept of poverty as a mode of action. For me, 
this is where the figures correspond, in the stripping 
back that forces us to look at things, to go beyond their 
name, in order to seize them and act on reality. I find 
this rationale in architecture. I’m thinking in particular 
of Yona Friedman’s Architectures de survie9, or in a 
more architectural sense, of Siah Armajani whose focus 
leant toward the vernacular. He establishes a dynamic 
in his maquettes. From four elements he recreates a 
place that he has seen and gives those looking at it the 
impression that they have seen it too, that they know it.  
Every maquette embodies a dynamic relationship. 
Perhaps this installation at the Frac operates in a similar 
way.

10. Yona Friedman, 
L’Architecture de survie : 
une philosophie de la pauvreté  
(Paris: Editions de l’éclat, 2003).
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